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Five Major Phases

1. Better information and tools for decision-making
2. Base Case Future (Regional Scale)
3. Workshops

• Neighborhood scale (30)
• County scale (7)
• Regional scale (including electronic town hall)

4. Integration with Community Design program
5. Implementation (next MTP)



Develop Better Information and Tools 
for Decision Making 

MEPLAN - Land
Economics

SACMET & 4Ds  -
Transportation

PLACE3S - Land 
Use/Transportation 
Impacts



4D’s

• Land use influences on travel behavior
• Density
• Diversity
• Destination (location)
• Design

• SACMET regional travel model
– Post processor for vmt, vt and mode share
– Fully integrated in future

• PLACE3S
– Real-time indicators at neighborhood scale



Economic Forecast

• Center for Continuing Study of California Economy, 
Steven Levy

• Region positioned to be very competitive
– Nationally
– California

• But, must building the housing for employees
• More service sector, fewer industrial jobs
• Changing demographics

– Strong growth in senior households
– Declining % of families with children





How would the region change if the 
Base Case Future became reality?



Base Case Future

Detailed Maps







Features of Base Case Land Use

• Low residential densities
– @ 3 dwelling units/acre
– @ 5 dwelling units/acre excluding “rural 

residential” (5% of supply)
• Big shortage of rental products
• Growth continues in outward pattern
• Poor jobs-housing balance in some areas



Vehicle Minutes/Person 
Increase of 160 Hours Annually
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Principle 6. Protecting Natural Resources 
& Farmland

Oak Woodlands

Sacramento County Urban Services Boundary
Hardwood Area
Existing Development
City Boundaries
Counties



Principle 6. Protecting Natural Resources 
& Farmland

Oak Woodlands

Sacramento County Urban Services Boundary
Hardwood Area
Existing Development
Future Development
Future Development After 2050
City Boundaries
Counties

– 95,525 acres 
affected by 
development

– 21% of total 
resource



Smart Growth Principles

1. Transportation Choice
2. Housing Choice
3. Compact Development
4. Use of Existing Assets
5. Mixed Use Development
6. Natural Resource Conservation
7. Quality Design



Need to plan both the regional and 
neighborhood levels



Neighborhood-scale Workshops

• 30 workshops
• Two 100-200 acre study areas at each workshop

– One infill/redevelopment study area
– One greenfield study area

• “Test drive” smart growth concepts
• PLACE3S Real-time performance indicators 

– Laptop computers
– Cell phone hook-up
– Public domain software



L A N D  U S E  M E N U
Land Use Types



Stickers



W O R K S H OP

Citrus Heights



W O R K S H O P

Citrus Heights





USING PLACE3S TO COMPARE 
ALTERNATIVE PLANNING SCENARIOS
• Vehicle mile traveled and vehicle trips
• Change in walk/bike and transit mode shares
• Mobile source air emissions/energy use
• Total jobs and dwelling units
• Density by land use type
• Mix of uses
• Economic feasibility
• Match of wages and housing costs (coming)



Summary of Blueprint Neighborhood 
Workshops 

• 30 workshops 
• 60 study areas

– Greenfield (@7500 acres)
– Infill/redevelopment (@7500 acres)

• 1500+ participants
• Broad representation



Blueprint Neighborhood Workshop Participants

Public/
Infrastructure

18%

Nonprofit/
Advocates

17%

Private
27%

Other
9%

General 
Neighborhood 

Concern
29%



New Development Capacity in 
Workshop Plans

• Participants increased development capacity in 
average study area by:
– 1699 dwelling units
– 1808 employees
– Jobs-housing balance of 1.1

• Surprisingly similar viewpoints across 
neighborhoods



Development Density in Workshop 
Plans

• Average residential densities for new development
– 21 dwelling units/acre infill
– 12 dwelling units/acre greenfield



PLACE3S Economic Reality Test

• Analyze building type placed on every parcel 
for…

• Expected costs vs. expected revenues
• Calculate ROI (Return on Investment)
• Local data, available regionwide



Roseville Fairgrounds



Roseville Fairgrounds

Changes from 
base case:

• 700 more 
employees

• 400 more 
dwelling units

• - 7 % VMT

74 Acres

Roseville Fairgrounds







County-wide Workshops
sacregionblueprint.org

• October 27, Yolo County
• November 15, Sacramento County
• November 22, Sacramento County
• January 10, Sacramento County
• January 24, Sutter County
• January 31, Placer  County
• February 7, Yuba County



Each County: Four Scenarios for 
Future (2050)

• Base Case Future + 3 other Alternatives
– Land use maps
– Transportation system

• Alternatives based on
– Neighborhood workshop input
– Local government Planners subcommittees

• Economic, attitude, technical research and modeling



Issues Explored in Scenarios

• Amounts of growth
• Balance of land uses
• Mix of new housing units
• Balance of infill/redevelopment and greenfield
• Location of land uses and transportation facilities
• Density of new development
• Location of development re: resource lands



67%

21%

55 and Over With Children

Growth in Households
2002 - 2050



49%

66%

31%
25%

19%
5%

Det SF, Lg Yd Det SF, Sm Yd Attached

For Buyers - Home Type Likely to Purchase

55 and Over Under 55



61%

37%

55 and Over Under 55

Prefer Shorter Commute, Smaller House/Backyard



34% 32% 32%

Own/Rent
Attached

Own/Rent
Detached S-F Sm

Yd

Own/Rent
Detached S-F Lg

Yd

Housing Preferences of Households 55 and Over 
Who Say They Will Move in 1 to 5+ Years



Structure of County Workshops

• Introductory information
– Results of neighborhood workshops
– Descriptions of 4 Scenarios for future

• Small groups discuss 4 scenarios and select 1 
scenario they like the most

• Small groups refine 1 scenario, using laptop 
PLACE3S computer technology

• Results will help guide Regional Scenarios



Planning Theme

• Same total growth as A, but some 
growth focused in mixed use 
centers/corridors. 

• More diverse and higher density 
housing stock.



































Capital Costs



Blueprint Milestones for 2004

• Create 3 regional land use/transportation scenarios 
(feb-april)

• Regional forum/workshop (april 30, Convention 
Center)

• Discussion draft preferred alternative (summer)
• Electronic Town Hall (september)
• Board action on preferred alternative (december)



Community Design
Program: Round One 
Projects

Before

• $500 million – 20 
years

• Land uses that benefit 
transportation system

• $12 million in 2003
• Community workshops 

help identify projects

After?
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